In Touch

Sunday 26th July 2026
Eighth Sunday after Trinity

1 Kings 3.5-12
Romans 8.26-end
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52

9.30am
10.30am

Family Praise
Morning Prayer
led by David Cansdale

Collect

Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify
and govern both our hearts and
bodies

in the ways of your laws and the
works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty
protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and
soul;

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Strengthen for service, Lord,

the hands that have taken holy
things; may the ears which have
heard your word be deaf to clamour
and dispute; may the tongues which
have sung your praise be free from
deceit; may the eyes which have
seen the tokens of your love

shine with the light of hope;

and may the bodies which have
been fed with your body

be refreshed with the fullness of your
life; glory to you for ever. Amen.
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Prayer List
The Sick and those in need

Kuldip Dhadda Penny Havercroft

Vera - Maureen West
(Karen’s Mother)  Jenny Cleaver
Andy Jackson Lindsay Westcoftt
Lee Roberts Jean Rose

David Kinchen
Elliott Bridge
Jenny Sparks
David Moncrieff
Margaret Barnes

Frances Freebrey
Steve Channer
Simon Woodhams
Stephen Watkins
Eleanor Keen

Will Dickinson Greg Watson
Mick Rose Maria Budd
Ann Clark

Those who mourn the loss of

Richard Barnes
Miguel Santos

Next Sunday 2" August 2026
Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Isaiah 55.1-5
Romans 92.1-5
Matthew 14.13-21

10.00am  Family Communion

Thurs 10-12

This Week at St Lawrence

Welcome Café

No Choir Practice




1 Kings 3.5-12 Readlngs

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask
what | should give you. 'And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And
now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in. And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil;
for who can govern this your great people? 'lIt pleased the Lord that Solomon had
asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, | now do according to your word. Indeed | give
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like
you shall arise after you.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 8.26-end

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.

And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family.

And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else?

Who will bring any charge against Gods elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ2 Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to
be slaughtered.

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For |
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52

Jesus put before them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

Again, the kihngdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all thise They answered, Yes.

And he said to them, Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NOTICES

On Sunday we have services of Family Praise at 9.30am and Morning
Prayer at 10.30am at the Memorial Hall (scroll down for the Zoom
link.) Refreshments will be served after both services. David
Cansdale, a Reader a Christ Church Chorleywood, will lead and
preach at the 10.30 service.

Watford Pop Up shop

Nicki Roberts is running a free Pop Up shop in Watford on 1st August.
She says, “This is for anyone in need to attend, everything is free but
also | am in desperate need of donations of children's clothes, shoes
& unbranded school uniform and stationery. Can donations be
brought to the Memorial Hall next Sunday 26th July please. | will be
there to take them away. Anyone that needs me to collect their
donation, please can they message me on 07900 056055."



NOTICES cont.

Would you be interested in joining a home group? It's a great way to deepen both
friendships and faith in an informal setting. We currently have groups meeting on @
Tuesday evening and Wednesday afternoon but would love to have more. Have a
word with Flick Crockett, Val Rolls or Charles.

The next ‘Villager’ will have front page and inside articles about our ‘Patience’
project. If you are willing to help Gary with a distribution route, please sign up at the
back on Sunday or drop Charles a note. 8p donated to ‘Patience’ for every copy
delivered! It will be ready for delivery on either 9" or 16t August.

Message for all those who did the Tai Ci Qi Gong taster last year with Pat Khaihra and
any others interested:

New class starting in Ley Hill on Sunday 20 September 10.30am. If you are interested
please contact Pat patkhaihra@icloud.com Please mention the church and spread
the word to friends and family who might be interested. Pat will donate £5 for every
person who signs up after hearing about it through the church.

Dates for your diary:

Wednesday 2nd September at 3.30pm: back to school BBQ

Saturday 19" September at 2.00pm: Installation of Bishop Andrew as Bishop of St
Albans. Most tickets for this service have already been allocated (2 per parish) but
public booking is now open via the Cathedral website.

As well as DENS we are supporting local families who are struggling to put food on the
table. We badly need more essential items! A barrier to buying something for the
food collection can be remembering. A good technique is to buy two of a favourite
item and donate one.

If you would like to contribute, the following items would be very helpful:

tinned vegetables, fruit, meat or fish, dried pasta, rice or lentils, pasta sauces

tea, coffee, squash, breakfast cereal, soap, detergent, washing up liquid

Here is the Zoom link for our 10.30
service. https://zoom.us/|/957753161662pwd=M2R6CENZdnUxbzIWwRTFmMenBoZ0dTQTO?

You can find full details of services, readings and people to pray for on In Touch on
the website here https.//stlawrencebovingdon.com/monthly-programme/ over the
weekend or pick up a printed copy on Sunday.

To donate to St Lawrence using your mobile
phone, please scan this QR code, or navigate to:
bit.ly/donate-sicl

Reverend Charles Burch vicar@stlawrencebovingdon.com 01442 833298
Church Warden - Chris West chris.west@stlawrencebovingdon.com
Administrator — Helen Campbell admin@stlawrencebovingdon.com
Website www.stlawrencebovingdon.com
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