
Readings 22nd August 

 

Joshua 24:1-18 
 
The covenant renewed at Shechem 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the 
elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves 
before God. 

Joshua said to all the people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
‘Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 
your ancestors worshipped beyond the River Euphrates and in Egypt, and serve 
the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.’ 

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other 
gods! It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up out 
of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our 
eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through 
which we travelled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including 
the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is 
our God.’ 

 

Ephesians 6.10-20 

The armour of God 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of 
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armour of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel 



of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 

 

Mark 6.45-52 

Jesus walks on the water 

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him 
to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. After leaving them, he went up on 
a mountainside to pray. 

Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on 
land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against 
them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was 
about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they 
thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were 
terrified. 

Immediately he spoke to them and said, ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.’ Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. 
They were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; 
their hearts were hardened. 

 


