Readings 18th July
Jeremiah 23:1-6
‘Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my
pasture!’ declares the LORD. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says to the shepherds who tend my people: ‘Because you have scattered my
flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow
punishment on you for the evil you have done,’ declares the LORD. ‘I myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven
them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and
increase in number. I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and
they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,’ declares
the LORD.
‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD,
‘when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LORD Our Righteous Saviour

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they had done and
taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did
not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, ‘Come with me by yourselves
to a quiet place and get some rest.’
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who
saw them leaving recognised them and ran on foot from all the towns and got
there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he
began teaching them many things.
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored
there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognised Jesus. They ran
throughout that whole region and carried those who were ill on mats to
wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went – into villages, towns or
countryside – they placed those who were ill in the market-places. They
begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched
it were healed.

