Who is my family? Mark 3.20-35

In the Gospel of Mark, the emphasis is on Jesus as prophet, healer, and miracle
worker — the human Jesus whose work can be seen. Yet this Jesus is indeed the
Son of God, that which cannot be seen but is eternal. In today’s passage, we have it
all. Human Jesus misunderstood and at times impatient, and divine Jesus, actor in
the eternal drama of good versus evil, conqueror of Satan. And, to complete the
trinity, Jesus acts as the agent of the Holy Spirit.

By the time this passage begins, Mark has established Jesus as prophet, teacher,
and healer. He has cast out unclean spirits and appointed twelve apostles to aid him
in his work.

Ironically, in Mark 3:11, the unclean spirits recognize Jesus as the Son of God, while
in today’s passage, the crowd, the family, and the scribes just do not get him at all.
“‘He has Satan, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” They see him
as out of his mind, possibly even possessed by evil spirits himself. As he has done
so many times in his earthly life, Jesus is called to respond to the confusion of friend
and foe alike. He teaches, in a parable about Satan, and calls the scribes and his
family to account.

First, the crowd gathers, followers of Jesus and witnesses to his deeds and teaching.
Then family and scribes put forth the misguided, mistaken accusation that his power
to exorcise demons comes from Satan. We can almost hear Jesus’ frustration in his
words: How can Satan cast out Satan? Carefully, he explains. Satan is divided. In
casting out unclean spirits — exorcism — Jesus defeats Satan bit by bit, undermining
his power.

Does Jesus then reject his family, his mother and his brothers and sisters, when he
asks rhetorically, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” Rather, when Jesus looks
at the crowd and says, “Here are my mother and my brothers!” perhaps he is
connecting his earthly self with his divine self. He has a human family, and he has a
spiritual family. And that spiritual family includes us, part of the crowd, followers of
Jesus and witnesses to his gospel.

Today’s complex and rich passage from Mark’s gospel reveals the tension between
the human and divine aspects of Jesus. He has a family that doesn’t understand
him, that doesn’t see him clearly, fully. A family, friends, a religious establishment,
that do not see that he goes beyond humanity, and is the eternal Son of God,



empowered by the Holy Spirit, healer of bodies, healer of souls, destroyer of Satan,
the Messiah who overcomes death to usher in the kingdom of God.

The power of the Holy Spirit is a strong message. It is a Pentecost message. We are
in the season which celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on God’s people, the
moment when the Spirit empowers God’s people to be witnesses and spread the
Good News. Jesus’ ministry is outward-looking, expansive, as he welcomes all who
do the will of God into his family of spiritual brothers and sisters. And the Holy Spirit
is more than a force, a source of power. The Holy Spirit is a person of the Trinity,
fully God, who abides in us, calls us, helps and empowers us in our struggle against
sin and darkness.



