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The wedding banquet  -  rejoice! 

Matt. 22.1-14 

Philippians 4.1-9 

 

One word summarises our readings today – rejoice! 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ says Paul to the Philippians, and then, in case they 

didn’t hear. ‘I will say it again: rejoice!’ 

In the parable of the wedding banquet told by Jesus, the king says, “Tell those 

who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner… everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding banquet.” 

And today’s reading from Isaiah, which you can look up if you wish – Isaiah 

25.1-9 – is a song of praise to the Lord who will deliver Judah from her enemies 

and prepare a hug mountain-top banquet. 

Paul’s instructions to the Philippians to ‘rejoice in the Lord always’ and not to 

worry about anything (4.4,6) may well seem discordant,  impossible even, in 

our current challenging circumstances. We are daily bombarded with bad 

news. Unemployment is rising, along with hospital admissions and deaths; our 

future is threatened by climate change; medical staff are dreading the coming 

winter. Some families are split apart, unable to visit each other, or offer 

comforting hugs. Other families are being forced to spend too much time 

together, leading to tensions in relationships. And some families are grieving. 

No wonder Britain is facing a mental health crisis. 

  

We are all walking a tightrope – trying to stay informed, but without becoming 

overwhelmed; protecting ourselves from Covid-19 without jeopardising our 

mental health; looking for the strength and equilibrium to take action where 

we can, and live with uncertainty where we can’t. The advice for finding this 

equilibrium is deceptively simple: stay in the present moment, taking one thing 

at a time; look after your body and exercise regularly; allow feelings to come 

and go; enjoy the natural world, listen to music, or read poetry. None of these 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/oct/07/one-in-four-waiting-three-months-or-more-for-mental-health-help
https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/walks/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06mtsqy/episodes/player
http://relit.org.uk/
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requires religious belief; but Christianity, in common with other faith 

traditions, has a deeper wisdom to offer. 

Little of the Bible arose from mindfulness or calm contemplation. Many of its 

writings represent a response to crisis. Think of the prophet Jeremiah, who 

castigated those proclaiming ‘peace, peace’ when there clearly was no peace 

(Jeremiah 6.14). Paul himself led a stormy life (see 2 Cor 11.21-29). He writes 

of the power of Christ being made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12.9). As 

soon as Jesus started to proclaim that the Kingdom of God had arrived, the 

religious leaders plotted to kill him. 

Two present day religious leaders who have led demanding lives and witnessed 

devastating suffering are the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu. Yet both retain 

an infectious sense of joy. In The Book of Joy (Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu and 

Douglas Abrams, Hutchinson, 2016), they advise that fear, anger, and hatred 

exist internally as much as externally.  Tutu counsels us to cope with 

unpleasantness like dishwashers, not vacuum cleaners — take dirt and wash it 

off, don’t suck it up and retain it.  Joy comes from within and the fastest way to 

experience joy is to bring joy to others. 

Jesus’ parable of the wedding banquet is a swipe not only at the religious 

leaders who reject his message but at those who hear his invitation but can’t 

detach themselves from everyday concerns in order to respond to it.  And it is 

more 

 It says that God’s invitation is universal.  The king’s servants ‘went out into 

the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as 

the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.’  All are welcome!  

How often do we return to that theme!  How can we go out and invite 

people to come and share our good news? 

 It also says that God’s invitation demands a response.  We may feel sorry 

for the guest who isn’t dressed properly, but Jesus’ hearers would have 

understood.  In those days you didn’t need a morning suit or a huge hat for 

a wedding, just a clean set of clothes.  One guest couldn’t be bothered to 

nip home and change.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDNecvT5miA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJUdNHhJM1U
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 And why did none of the original invitees come to the wedding?  Because 

they were too bound up in their work and their material concerns, which 

choked the word of God, like the thorns in the parable of the sower. 

If we do respond to God’s invitation we are promised a deep joy which will 

carry us through all our present troubles.  Paul’s readers in Philippi and 

Matthew’s audience throughout the world of early Christianity knew adversity, 

suffering and persecution.  But they also knew the love of God poured out for 

them through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, a love which 

caused them to experience an inner joy which they could then share with 

others. 

May that inner joy be ours, and yours, today. 

 

 

Charles Burch 

 

 


