Harvest 2020: consider the lilies of the field Luke 12.16-30

Our gospel passage deals with harvest themes in both parts; first, the story of
the Rich Fool, who can only think of himself and his own possessions, and
second Jesus’ teaching about worry.

This latter passage is one of the most sublime and poetic in all Scripture,
especially in the beautiful cadences of the Authorised or King James Version, a
translation specifically designed to be read aloud at a time when most people
couldn’t read.

And he said unto his disciples, “Therefore | say unto you, Take no
thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye
shall put on...

Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet |
say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.

If then God so clothe the grass, which is to-day in the field, and
tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye
of little faith?”

But | wonder whether our local farmers might not be puzzled, or even
aggrieved, at Jesus’ rather carefree attitude? What does he mean by “Take no
thought”?

Or, turning this time to our modern translation, “Do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.”

Well thanks! We’ve ploughed and scattered; all is safely gathered in, so you lot
don’t have to worry. But we do worry! (Especially this year, when a wet and
stormy February, a dry spring and rain in August have made this the worst
wheat harvest in 40 years.)

They might even have a sneaking sympathy for the Rich Fool, who had a
bumper harvest and pulled down his barns to build bigger ones. He wasn’t
greedy, he just wanted to hold on to what he had. He wanted security, so he
could retire early and enjoy the fruits of his labour.



But that would be missing Jesus’ point. He is not condemning riches per se,
nor suggesting we can miraculously survive without food or drink. He is saying,
‘Don’t let these things be an end in themselves; don’t let them distract you
from seeking the kingdom; because if you seek the kingdom, ‘these things will
be added to you as well.’

And so, at Harvest Festival, we give thanks to God for his bounty and we offer
our harvest — the fruits of our labour, whatever it may have been — back to
him. That may be represented here by fruit and vegetables we have grown, or
it may take the form of a financial gift to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal or
something from our shopping basket for DENS. It should certainly also be an
attitude of mind, a commitment to offer the fruits of our lives from now on, in
God’s service, whether that means our time, our love and care, our money and
possessions, or a combination of all of these.

Seeking the kingdom of God doesn’t just mean seeking salvation for our souls,
it means seeking to bring God’s kingdom and his will closer here on earth, as it
is in heaven.

Jesus concludes his parable by saying, “This is how it will be with whoever
stores up things for themselves but is not rich towards God.” Let us be ‘rich
towards God’ in 2020!
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