
Readings for Harvest 4 October 2020 

 

2 Corinthians 9.6-end 

Generosity encouraged 

Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you 

have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in 

all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work. As it is written: 

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

    their righteousness endures for ever.’ 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous 

on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God. 

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 

people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because 

of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for 

the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 

for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their 

prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace 

God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 



 

Luke 12:16-30 

And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 

abundant harvest. He thought to himself, “What shall I do? I have no place to 

store my crops.” 

‘Then he said, “This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have 

plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’” 

‘But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 

from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 

‘This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 

rich towards God.’ 

Do not worry 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 

life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more 

than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: they do not 

sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how 

much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a 

single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you 

worry about the rest? 

‘Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you, 

not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you – you of little 

faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry 

about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows 

that you need them. 

 


