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News from St Lawrence Church 

Gathering the bean crop in the Philippines: see Harvest Appeal pages 3 and 8 

Inside this issue.. 
From the Vicar, Harvest, why church, events and services,  

and much more 
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First Sunday of the month 
8:00am Holy Communion 

A traditional Communion service using the Book of Common Prayer. 

10.00am Family Communion 

We welcome all ages to this shortened communion service which lasts 

about 50 minutes and involves children and families. Come and be part 

of our Church family, and stay for refreshments afterwards. 

All other Sundays 
8:00am Holy Communion 

A traditional Communion service using the Book of Common Prayer. 

9.30am Family Praise This 30-minute service is designed for young families. 

An opportunity to worship with songs, learn and pray together. Refreshments 

follow at 10.00am. 

10.30am Parish Communion / Morning Prayer 

Parish Communion and Morning Prayer use contemporary language, 

last about 1hr and include a sermon. Refreshments are served at 

10.00am—service starts at 10.30am. 

For more information on weekday activities, youth and Bible study groups 

please go to our website (www.stlawrencebovingdon.com) and click on 

‘Church services’. 

Saturday afternoon 

at the Bovingdon Mu-

sic Festival saw a 

chilled mixture of folk, 

acoustic and country 

music – with local 

burgers and beer.  
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What emotions come into your mind 

when you think of ‘Harvest’? And 

what images does ‘Harvest’ conjure 

up for you?  It’s not a word we use 

much in every day speech, but for 

many of us (and particularly as we 

live in a beautiful village surrounded 

by working  farmland) it will immedi-

ately prompt pictures of golden fields 

of wheat or tall green maize – and of 

those increasingly large and impres-

sive machines which gather the crops 

in under satellite and computer con-

trol.  And I hope that the first emotion 

in all of us is one of gratitude: giving 

thanks for the fertile earth, the skill of 

famers and food producers and the 

joy and delight we all have through 

eating.   

Each year we welcome Bovingdon 

Primary Academy into church for their 

Harvest service, and I know that this 

year, as always, gratitude will be at 

the heart of the songs they sing and 

the poems and prayers they read.  

For our own Harvest Festival on Sun-

day 1st October we will decorate the 

church with fruit, vegetables and 

flowers from local gardens and a 

sheaf of wheat from a nearby farm.  

We will sing both modern and tradi-

tional harvest hymns, including ‘We 

plough the fields and scatter’ with its 

chorus of thanks: 

All good gifts around us are sent from 

Heaven above, 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the 

Lord, for all his love 

Modern agricultural methods, a gen-

erally benign climate, global markets 

and a highly developed food distribu-

tion system mean that these days the 

local harvest will always be reasona-

ble and in a less good year the higher 

price of wheat will be mitigated by 

imports and other food types.  But it 

has not always been like that, and in 

many parts of the world it is still a 

struggle. Alongside gratitude should 

come awareness, as we understand 

that for many millions of people a hot 

meal and a bed for the night are 

something they can only dream of. 

 So our Harvest Appeal this year, ‘Full 

of Beans’, is supporting the develop-

ment of community projects which 

transform the lives of people in re-

mote rural villages of the Philippines.  

And our gifts of basic food supplies 

will go to DENS to help homeless peo-

ple and those who are struggling to 

put a meal on the table for their fami-

lies.  Last year, together with the 

school we collected over 400kg of 

goods for DENS.  May our gratitude 

and awareness lead to a third emo-

tion: generosity. 

The Vicar writes 



 4 

 

Most people who come to St Lawrence for either a christening, 

wedding or funeral aren’t regular churchgoers.  Today there are 

lots of choices available for these occasions: naming ceremonies, 

glamorous wedding venues, humanist funerals – and yet many 

people still choose to come to church. They come because they 

recognise that the church has something important to say at these 

really crucial moments in their lives.  So what has the church got to 

offer? 

 

Your child is precious to you and precious to God. You 

want the very best for them, and so does God. You want 

them to make right choices in life, for themselves and for 

others. At a christening  service we welcome them into 

God’s family and ask for his help as you make some big 

promises about bringing them up to reject what is wrong 

and seek what is right. It is a time to celebrate the won-

der of a new life and recognise that we need God’s love 

and support to nurture our children towards adulthood. 

 

Getting married is the single most important decision we make and we want 

to get it right.  Marriage in church adds a spiritual dimension: we 

acknowledge that all love comes ultimately from 

God and that he can help us to reflect his divine 

love in our human love for each other. You get to 

make some amazing vows in a beautiful setting 

where marriages have taken place for hundreds of 

years.  And you make a connection with the church 

which will always be there for you.  Today more 

than a quarter of all marriages in England between 

a man and a woman take place in the traditional 

setting of a Church of England church. You're wel-

come to marry in church whatever your beliefs, 

whether or not you are baptised and whether or not 

you go to church. 
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October sees the beginning of our ‘Season of Invitation’, when we invite our 

friends and neighbours to the major festivals of the autumn:  Harvest, Re-

membrance, Advent and Christmas.  Whether you used to go to church or 

have never been, you are warmly invited to come and join us at one of 

these occasions – or indeed on any Sunday.  Details of service times and 

dates are set out below and will also be on our website and on posters out-

side church and in the village. 

1st  October Harvest Festival   10.00am Family Communion 

5th November      4.00pm Annual Memorial Service 

12th Nov Remembrance Sunday  10.30am Remembrance Service 

26th November Advent Sunday  6.30pm Advent Evening Service 

 

14th October  at 7.00pm    Quiz and Chips 

5th November at 4.00pm  Annual Memorial service 

12th November at 3.30pm Concert: Dacorum Chamber Ensemble 

18th November 2.00-4.00pm Christmas Market 

A funeral is used to mark the end of a person's life here on earth. Family and 

friends come together to express grief, give thanks for the life lived and 

commend the person into God's keeping. This can be a small, quiet cere-

mony or a large occasion in a packed church.  It is often a rich mixture of 

tears and laughter as we remember all that was good in 

someone’s life as well as feeling the pain of separation.  It 

can often be a time of healing as we put aside memories 

of hurt or failure and resolve to bring a touch of heaven in-

to our earthly lives. And as we commend our loved one in-

to God’s arms we know that they can now rest in peace. 
 

If you would like to discuss how the church can help you 

with a baptism, wedding or funeral please contact the 

Vicar, Revd Charles Burch 
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Frustratingly there isn’t a great deal 

to report since our last parish-wide 

magazine in March on our Church 

extension and reordering project.  

We have made some minor chang-

es, submitted our drawings and doc-

uments to Dacorum and are await-

ing a date for our pre-application 

meeting, prior to a formal application 

for planning permission.  

The one development is the arrival of 

our independent pew report which 

was posted on our website in June 

(go to the ‘News and resources’ 

page). We commissioned the report 

at the request of the Diocese of St Al-

bans to advise us on the historical sig-

nificance of the pews. The author 

Charles Tracy is totally independent 

of parish and Diocese and an 

acknowledged expert in his field.  

You can see other examples of his 

work, including a recent report on 

the pews in St Mary’s Watford, on his 

website www.charlestracy.co.uk  

 

His report has little complimentary to 

say about ‘the poor quality and unin-

spiring design’ of the pews in St Law-

rence, which ‘obliterate almost half 

the height of the modestly propor-

tioned columns’ and whose decorat-

ed ends (called poppy heads) are 

separately attached and machine 

carved ‘without education or inspira-

tion’.  He speculates that, as the re-

building project in 1846 was known to 

have run late and short of money, 

the architect’s original plans for the 

pews may have been drastically 

scaled back.  This is not to suggest 

that the pews are not well loved, or 

that they may hold very fond and 

strong associations.  What it does say 

is that from a historical perspective 

they are not particularly good exam-

ples of their kind and that they de-

tract from rather than enhance the 

overall aesthetic of the building. 

The report will be discussed with the 

conservation bodies we are consult-

ing including Historic England.  

Family Praise is a 30-minute service at 9.30am every Sunday (except the first 

in the month) which is centred around the active involvement of the chil-

dren. Our relaxed service includes songs and activities. We worship, sing 

and pray together, listen to a story and look at pictures which illustrate it.  

In the middle of the service we split into three groups so that the grown-ups, 

the older children and the young toddlers all have time to explore the Bible 

passage in their own way. After the service there is time for a biscuit and a 

drink whilst the children play together and the adults can have a chat. This 

is the service you can bring your children to – even if you think you can’t! 

Babies and toddlers – our speciality! 

http://www.charlestracy.co.uk
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Vicar Rev Charles Burch   01442 833298   vicar@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

Curate Rev Simon Woodmore  07512856607   curate@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

Churchwarden Penny Havercroft 01442 832536   churchwarden1@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

Churchwarden Jane Cayley  01442 832121   churchwarden2@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

Church Administrator & Helen Campbell 07756 562722 admin@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

St Lawrence Hall 
Littlefish Baptism Team Karen Wright     baptism@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

Sunday 5th November    4.00pm 
 

 

You are welcome to visit  the church yard before the  

service and to stay for refreshments afterwards. 

A Time for Our Village to Remember Those We Have  

Loved and Lost 

If you would like a name to be remembered during the service 

please email or call Helen on : admin@stlawrencebovingdon.com  

tel   07756 562722 

Bovingdon  
Memorial Service 

has had a major facelift and looks a lot brighter 

and cleaner, thanks to a small but dedicated team who painted and 

cleaned at the end of the summer.  The vinyl floor will be renewed later in 

the autumn.  Together with a new roof and modernised wiring  this all adds 

up to a significant investment in renovation  of this community facility over 

the last 2 years.  If you would like to hire the Hall for a group, event or party 

please contact Helen Campbell on 07756 562722.  If you are a local charity 

then we would be happy to discuss reduced rates or even free hire if this 

would help to get your project off the ground. 
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Please bring non-perishable food for DENS and a 

contribution to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal ‘Full 

of Beans’ supporting community development 

in the Philippines. 
 

visit www.harvestappeal.org 


